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The 1984 movie Places in the Heart contains
one of the most moving last scenes of any film | have
ever seeh. It is set in the Depression. Recently widowed
Edna (Sally Field) is trying to support her two young
children and pay her mortgage by growing cotton on a
small farm. She has two helpers, a black itinerant
worker (Danny Glover) and a blind boarder (John
Malkovich). Together they weather a sea of troubles,
including a disastrous tornado, which teach them the
meaning of friendship and family.

The closing scene in the film takes place in a church. As the camera slowly
pans the congregation receiving communion, we recognize all the characters we have
witnessed in the movie— those living and those dead. This is a beautiful image of the
communion of saints.

In God in the Moment: Making Every Day a Prayer, Kathy Coffey comments on
a similar image: "Geddes MacGregor in The Rhythm of God tells of a priest who, when
asked, '"How many people were at the early celebration of the Eucharist last
Wednesday morning?' replied, 'There were three old ladies, the janitor, several
thousand archangels, a large humber of seraphim, and several million of the
triumphant saints of God.' Such a 'cloud of witnesses' answers a deep human urge to
be part of something larger, to not stand alone, to give our little lives meaning.”

Because there is such a thing as eternity, the Bible tells us that as we run our
race here on earth, we are “surrounded by such a great cloud of witnhesses”
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IN GRATITUDE
Thank you, Father, for having created us and given us to each
other in the human family. Thank you for being with us in all
our joys and sorrows, for your comfort in our sadness, your
companionship in our loneliness. Thank you for yesterday,
today, tomorrow and for the whole of our lives. Thank you for
friends, for health and for grace. May we live this and every
day conscious of all that has been given to us.
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BIRTHDAYS
Micha Murray - 1 Kendall Martinez - 12
Cathy Lutz - 2 Annabeth Lopez - 16
Carol Banowsky - 3 Al Ramsey - 19
Karri Garcia — 3 Kevin Patterson - 19
Cheyanne Willard - 5  Andrew Davila - 21
Mia Lopez - 7 Jane Chevalier - 25
Jody Prather - 9 Rebecca Willard - 20
Jai-Lin Patterson - 10 Roxanna Brockmeier - 26
Elijah willard - 12 Finix Lopez - 30

ANNIVERSARIES

Tim & Melissa Bates - 12
David & Carla Chipman - 15
Terry & Victoria Schwab - 27

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The 2026 Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 16th, at the very
beginning of the Worship Service. The purpose of the meeting is to cast your vote to
approve the Officers hominated to serve in 2026 and also the 2026 church budget.

And so you’ll know who you will be voting for, below is the 2026 Slate of Officers:

Moderator: Jack Banowsky Elders: Scott Shackelford
Vice Moderator: Smitty Smith Dixie VanEydne
Treasurer: Terry Miller David Chipman
Secretary: Dan Sawyer Joan Miller
Dedcons: Marsha Johnston & Jerry Kelley Trustees: Marsha Johnston
Carol Banowsky & Jenny Sawyer Scott Shackelford
Carla Chipman & Karen Smith Juan Ramirez

Betsy Hart & Betsy Morgan

The meeting will be very brief, worship will follow, and then we will get to enjoy

Thenksgiving pofluek

The church is providing the turkey and ham so we are asking all of our
wonderful cooks if you would bring one of your favorite holiday side
dishes to share. This is one of the best Potlucks, if not the best, we
have all year because the food is always so exceptional.

Eat TONS and

take a nap.




&O“Th""ghfs Please remember Smitty and Karen Smith in your prayers for the recent
and Pragers passing of Smitty's mother, and pray for them as they mourn her loss.

' POINSETTIAS & DECORATING

Christmas is coming and the holiday poinsettias are
how on sale for $12.00 a piece. Order forms will be on a
table just outside the Sanctuary and payments can be
made to Marsha Johnston or the church office.
Also, if you wish your purchase to be in “honor of” or in
“memory of” someone, please indicate their name(s)
on the form.

Also, we will be decorating the church for Christmas
onh Monday, November 24th starting at 10:00 a.m.
and we need volunteers so please plan to \f\
come and help - it will be very appreciated!!"§
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2 3 4 5 7 8
9:30 am — Bible
Study 10:30 am — Pastor’s 8:30 am — Men’s
10:30 am Bible Class Breakfast
Worship Service
All Saints Day
9 10 12 13 14 15
9:30 am - Bible
Study 10:30 am — Pastor’s 9:00 am - Bed Build
10:30 am Bible Class
Worship Service 10:00 am — CWF
Recognition of Meeting &
Veterans Luncheon
16 17 19 20 21
9:30 am - Bible
Study 10:30 am — Pastor’s 6:00 pm — General
10:30 am Bible Class Board Meeting
Worship Service (Last Class of the
Potluck Year)
Congregational Mt
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:30 am - Bible 10:00 am — Decorate No Bible Class - Thanksgiving Day 5:30 pm - Bulverde
Study Church for classes will resume Christmas Tree Lighting
Christmas in January. Downtown Bulverde
10:30 am 3:30 pm to 8:30 pm for
Worship Service volunteers.
30
9:30 am — Bible The true
Study <
10:30 am meaning of

Worship Service
First Sunday of
Advent

Contact Us: Pastor Rick Son Cell: 903-521-5156
Email: rson@hillcountrychristianchurch.com
Ministerial Assistant: Tim Bates Cell: 830-743-8228

Email: tbates@hillcountrychristianchurch.com

Church Office Phone: 830-980-2019
Church Email: admin@hillcountrychristianchurch.com
Church Website: www.trymychurch.com

Thanksgiving...
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