
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 

  The 1984 movie Places in the Heart contains 

one of the most moving last scenes of any film I have 

ever seen.  It is set in the Depression.  Recently widowed 

Edna (Sally Field) is trying to support her two young 

children and pay her mortgage by growing cotton on a 

small farm. She has two helpers, a black itinerant 

worker (Danny Glover) and a blind boarder (John 

Malkovich). Together they weather a sea of troubles, 

including a disastrous tornado, which teach them the 

meaning of friendship and family. 

 

  The closing scene in the film takes place in a church. As the camera slowly 

pans the congregation receiving communion, we recognize all the characters we have 

witnessed in the movie— those living and those dead. This is a beautiful image of the 

communion of saints. 

 

  In God in the Moment: Making Every Day a Prayer, Kathy Coffey comments on 

a similar image: "Geddes MacGregor in The Rhythm of God tells of a priest who, when 

asked, 'How many people were at the early celebration of the Eucharist last 

Wednesday morning?' replied, 'There were three old ladies, the janitor, several 

thousand archangels, a large number of seraphim, and several million of the 

triumphant saints of God.' Such a 'cloud of witnesses' answers a deep human urge to 

be part of something larger, to not stand alone, to give our little lives meaning.” 

 

  Because there is such a thing as eternity, the Bible tells us that as we run our 

race here on earth, we are “surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses”  
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(Hebrews 12:1-2).  All those who have gone before us are cheering us on and 

testifying to the sufficiency of God’s grace in all things.  This is why we observed All 

Saints Day this past Sunday  and remembered and celebrated the lives of those in our 

congregation who have “crossed the veil” and have left a legacy to inspire us. 

 

Don’t forget the other events we will be celebrating during this month: 

Sunday, November 9th Recognition of Veterans in the Worship Service 

Sunday, November 16th  All Church Fellowship and Thanksgiving Dinner  (Potluck  

---  the church  will provide the ham and turkey—please 

bring other Thanksgiving side dishes including desserts)  

Bulverde Chapel will also be joining us in worship that 

day and joining us for the luncheon! 

 Also—Congregational Meeting (to vote on Church Budget 

and elect new Board members for the coming year) 

Sunday, November 30th First Sunday of Advent—theme for this year:  “The Hope 

and Fears of All the Years” 

     As we head into this holiday season, this is the time of year when many people feel 

depressed and lonely.  Reach out to those in your neighborhood and spheres of 

influence and invite them to be a part of the Hill Country family! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NOVEMBER

BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The 2026 Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 16th,  at the very 

beginning of the Worship Service.  The purpose of the meeting is to cast your vote to 

approve the Officers nominated to serve in 2026 and also the 2026 church budget. 

 

And so you’ll know who you will be voting for, below is the 2026 Slate of Officers: 

 

Moderator:   Jack Banowsky    Elders: Scott Shackelford 

Vice Moderator: Smitty Smith      Dixie VanEydne 

Treasurer:   Terry Miller      David Chipman 

Secretary:   Dan Sawyer      Joan Miller 

 

Deacons: Marsha Johnston & Jerry Kelley  Trustees: Marsha Johnston 

   Carol Banowsky & Jenny Sawyer    Scott Shackelford 

   Carla Chipman & Karen Smith    Juan Ramirez 

   Betsy Hart & Betsy Morgan 

The meeting will be very brief, worship will follow, and then we will get to enjoy 

the........................... 

The church is providing the turkey and ham so we are asking all of our 

wonderful cooks if you would bring one of your favorite holiday side 

dishes to share.  This is one of the best Potlucks, if not the best, we 

have all year because the food is always so exceptional. 



Please remember Smitty and Karen Smith in your prayers for the recent 

passing of Smitty's mother, and pray for them as they mourn her loss. 

 

 

 

Christmas is coming and the holiday poinsettias are 

now on sale for $12.00 a piece.  Order forms will be on a  

table just outside the Sanctuary and payments can be 

made to Marsha Johnston or the church office.   

Also, if you wish your purchase to be in “honor of” or in 

“memory of” someone, please indicate their name(s)  

on the form. 

 

Also, we will be decorating the church for Christmas 

on Monday, November 24th starting at 10:00 a.m. 

and we need volunteers so please plan to  

come and help - it will be very appreciated!! 

 

 

 

 

Now something to make you smile - this never gets old................. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                     

                                                                                      

              
 

    Sunday    Monday    Tuesday  Wednesday   Thursday     Friday   Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   1 

2 
9:30 am – Bible 
Study 
10:30 am 
Worship Service 
All Saints Day 
 

3 4 
 

5 
 
10:30 am – Pastor’s  
Bible Class 

6 7 8 
 
8:30 am – Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

9 
9:30 am – Bible 
Study 
10:30 am 
Worship Service 
Recognition of 
Veterans 
 

10 
 

11 12 
 
10:30 am – Pastor’s  
Bible Class 

13 
 

14 15 
 
9:00 am - Bed Build 
 
10:00 am – CWF 
Meeting & 
Luncheon 
 

16 
9:30 am – Bible 
Study 
10:30 am 
Worship Service 
Potluck 
Congregational Mt 

17 18 
 

19 
 
10:30 am – Pastor’s  
Bible Class 
(Last Class of the 
Year) 

20 
 
6:00 pm – General 
Board Meeting 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
  
 9:30 am – Bible 
 Study 
   
 10:30 am 
 Worship Service           

24 
 
10:00 am – Decorate 
Church for 
Christmas 

25 26 
 
No Bible Class - 
classes will resume 
in January. 
 
 

27 
 

Thanksgiving Day 

28 
 
 5:30 pm - Bulverde 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
Downtown Bulverde 
3:30 pm to 8:30 pm for 
volunteers. 

29 

30 
 9:30 am – Bible 
 Study 
 10:30 am 
Worship Service  
First Sunday of 
Advent 

Contact Us:  Pastor Rick Son   Cell:  903-521-5156 

Email:  rson@hillcountrychristianchurch.com 

Ministerial Assistant:  Tim Bates   Cell:  830-743-8228 

Email:  tbates@hillcountrychristianchurch.com 

Church Office Phone:  830-980-2019 

Church Email:  admin@hillcountrychristianchurch.com 

Church Website:  www.trymychurch.com 
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