You have heard me say—and it becomes more
relevant each passing day—“A deeply divided nation
needs a deeply united church.” As we celebrate the
birth of our nation this weekend, we are confronted
with the truth that America is experiencing great pain
and confusion. In such a time of upheaval and conflict, it
will become more pressing on us to draw lines in the sand and choose
sides over any and every issue that confronts us. No matter our deeply
held beliefs about the many problems that arise on almost a daily
basis, nothing is more important than the message of the gospel, our
allegiance to Christ, and the unity we share in the Holy Spirit that transcends any
differences we may have. The Roman Empire was one of the cruelest regimes that
ever existed, as proven by their willingness to torture people through crucifixion who
were deemed enemies of the state. And yet, when he walked this earth, Jesus never
railed against the Roman government or tried to lead a revolution to overcome their
brutal oppression. He had a much more important message to share and a life of
destiny to live. So do we. Amidst all the turmoil, let’s remember to keep united in
Christ. The main thing must remain the main thing.
Wesley Willard and his family (wife—Jessica, and children—Lillian, Cheyenne,
and Chandler) are truly a blessing to our church, and Wesley has done a valiant job
helping us keep the dream of a Children’s and Youth ministry alive here at Hill
Country. Unbeknownst to many of you, Wesley is also heavily involved in online
classes for Christian ministry. These are very intensive. On top of taking care of
little Wesley, the classes have become even more demanding. Due to these factors,
Wesley is “retiring” from attempting to lead these ministries. So, I have an idea of
where we might possibly go from here.
We need six pairs of adult teams (12 adults total) to volunteer to lead
Children’s Church during worship time. This would mean that they would only need
to serve two months out of the year (six months apart). The children are taken out
immediately after the Children’s moment and return during the song that is sung at
the end of the sermon. That means that anyone who volunteers will only miss the
prayer time and sermon during their time of service. You can also choose whom you

would like to work with. And the weekly sermons are recorded and placed on our
website each week (Jim does an excellent job getting them up on Sunday afternoons
most of the time), so you can still watch the sermon later.
I have access to great Children’s curriculum, and I will personally train each
team the last Sunday of the month (after worship service) on how to use the
curriculum for the following month. It really is easy. You will have more ideas to
choose from than you could possibly use. And you will have the joy of investing time
in the lives of children. It may not sound exciting to you on the front end, but if you
try it—and you are working in tandem with another person—I genuinely believe you
will enjoy it. In the next week or two, I am going to take five minutes during a
worship service to explain and describe how this will work and ask for volunteers.
Christina Martinez has been kind enough to volunteer to do the Children’s
Church ministry during
the month of July. I
would like to begin this
new way of doing the
Children’s
ministry
in
September
when
school starts up again. I
also am developing
some ideas of ways to
encourage
the
development of a vital
Youth ministry. Please
be
praying
for
God’s
leadership
and
direction in this especially
important area. God
keeps bringing families
with children our way.
He
must
be
up
to
something. How does
He want to use you to help
fulfill His plans and
purposes in our midst here
at Hill Country?
I will continue to
preach the scriptures
and subjects you asked for
between
now
and
Labor Day, plus we will be
singing the songs you
indicated you wanted to
sing.
If you’re not
away from town on a welldeserved
vacation,
please
don’t
neglect
coming to church to
worship with God’s people
and be encouraged in
your daily walk with
Christ.

Please keep the Bates family in your prayers.
continues to have serious issues with his foot.

Tim

Also continue prayers for Hazel Smith who is doing well
in rehab and may be discharged this Saturday to go home.
And prayers for all of our congregation members who
came down with Covid. All are recovering and we should
be seeing them again very soon.

The Brown Hearing Centers will be returning on Thursday, September 1st from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to again conduct hearing tests for Free. Your heard right,
it costs you nothing – so if you would like to take advantage of this opportunity,
call them at 800-392-1041 to get your reserved time. Appointments are required
so don’t forget to call!
and
Life Line Screening will also be returning on Monday, October 3rd, to conduct their
health screenings. The tests they provide are offered at a fraction of their cost
and they will provide you with a report of the results that you can take to your
doctor if there are concerns. Appointments are required and they fill up fast so
you need to call well in advance to book your time. The number to call is
800-772-8260 or you can register online at
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle.

You know what July has? Five Sundays so that means……….

So……..mark your calendars and more info will be given
as the date gets closer!

Birthdays
Jason Martinez - 4
Marsha Johnston – 6
Sandy Walsh – 25
Sheryl Murray – 31

Anniversaries
Ati & Paulette Saenz - 3
Ed & Irma Rodriguez - 15
David & Kennedy Day - 16
Jason & Jerlynn Martinez - 23

A word from Maxine:

Sunday

Monday

3

4

9:00 am
Bible
Study
10:30 am
Worship Service

5:00 pm
Girl Scouts

10

11

9:00 am
Bible
Study
10:30 am
Worship Service

5:00 pm
Girl Scouts

17

18

9:00 am
Bible
Study
10:30 am
Worship Service

5:00 pm
Girl Scouts

24

25

9:00 am
Bible
Study
10:30 am
Worship Service

5:00 pm
Girl Scouts

31
9:00 am
Bible
Study
10:30 am
Worship Service
Potluck/FOOD!!

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

Thursday

6

7

1:30 pm – Pastor’s
Bible Class

7:00 pm – Al Anon

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9
8:30 am – Men’s
Breakfast
9:30 am – Bed Build

12

19

26

14

14

1:30 pm – Pastor’s
Bible Class

7:00 pm – Al Anon

20

21

1:30 pm – Pastor’s
Bible Class

7:00 pm – Al Anon

27

28

1:30 pm – Pastor’s
Bible Class

7:00 pm – Al Anon
7:00 pm – General
Board Meeting

Contact Us: Pastor Rick Son Cell: 903-521-5156
Email: rson@hillcountrychristianchurch.com
Ministerial Assistant: Tim Bates Cell: 830-743-8228
Email: tbates@hillcountrychristianchurch.com
Church Office Phone: 830-980-2019
Church Email: admin@hillcountrychristianchurch.com
Church Website: www.trymychurch.com

15

16
10:30 am – CWF
Meeting &
Luncheon

22

23

29/30

31

